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March 9, 2020 S

To: students, administrative and academic staff members and visitors of the Technion

Re: Technion preparations in the face of the spread of the Corona virus — update #5
(following previous updates dated Jan. 31, 17, Feb. 27 and March 4 2020)

Dear all,

The government of Israel has just issued new regulation requiring self-isolation from all
incoming travelers from any destination world-wide (Israelis and foreigners alike). Unlike
previous isolation requirements, this new regulation is not retroactive — it started this evening at
20:00 and will be in effect for at least the next two weeks.

So far, no one from the Technion (students, staff and faculty) was infected. However, the
husband of one of our employees tested positive. His condition is mild, and we wish him full
and speedy recovery. In two cases emergency teams were summoned to the campus to test
students who became sick but in both cases they tested negative. | would like to repeat my
previous requests to keep calm and avoid spreading unsubstantiated pieces of information. |
promise that if and when we will know of someone from the Technion who was confirmed as a
Covid-19 patient, we will immediately notify the public.

Here is an updated set of guidelines:
Isolation

e Qur dorms are not equipped to enable large scale isolation. Thus, regrettably, foreign
citizens coming to Israel in the next two weeks are not allowed to enter the campus and
must find a suitable site for isolation elsewhere.

e We kindly ask anyone who is in self-isolation to inform the relevant Technion office —
foreign students should inform the office of Technion International, visiting lecturers
should inform their host faculty.

Public gathering

e All international conferences scheduled to take place at the Technion are cancelled or
delayed until further notice.

e With the exception of academic gatherings (courses, exams, etc.), all other gatherings of
over 100 people are forbidden.

International travel

e Non-essential work or study related travel abroad by Israeli students, staff or faculty
members is forbidden until further notice.

e Foreign students or visitors who wish to travel abroad can do so but at their own risk
and realizing that they may be unable to return here until the Corona virus threat is
removed.

Academic matters

e Students who are unable to attend make-up exams (MOED BET in Hebrew) should
follow the guidelines issued by the office of the Dean of undergraduate Studies.

e As the Spring semester will start next week, the Technion is preparing remote study
options for students who must be isolated. Specific instructions will be distributed early
next week.

As everyone realizes, we are facing a national and international crisis of unprecedented scale.
This requires all of us to stay calm, act responsibly and follow closely the guidelines issued by the
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relevant authorities. This is also the time to care about others — please look around you, try to
identify people who may need help (e.g., classmates who are isolated and need food, medicine
or cloth) and try to offer any help you can provide.

With best regards,

Prof. Boaz Golany
Executive Vice President and Director General
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